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Incentive Auction and November's AWS-3 auction to enhance the ability of small businesses to 
participate and win wireless licenses. 

Working to remove some of these regulatory barriers is just one part of our efforts. The 
Commission 's Office of Communications Business Opportunities (OCBO) takes an active role to 
help empower small business owners by conducting workshops and connecting entrepreneurs 
with financial experts. OCBO also holds an annual conference on capitalization strategies for 
small and diverse media and communications businesses. These activities have shown real 
benefits. For example, the National Association of Latino Community Asset Builders made 
connections at one of OCBO's events that ultimately led to $3.7 million in federal funds through 
the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program. OCBO continues to fulfill the FCC's mission 
and is currently planning a Minority Business Tech Conference, which we hope to host in early 
2015. This conference will highlight successful minority entrepreneurs in the tech arena and 
examine a number of topics relevant to market entry, such as: (I) Entity Formation and 
Incubation; (2) Early Stage Investment; (3) and Opportunities in Wireless and Unlicensed 
Spectrum. 

I recognize the concern you raise regarding timely reports and current data. Since 
becoming Chairman, I have made it a priority to review and improve FCC processes, including 
our efforts to meet our statutory reporting obligations. We are actively working on the most 
recent Section 257 triennial review, and we anticipate delivering it to Congress in the near term. 

Thank you again for raising your concerns. Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities in this area very seriously, and I appreciate hearing your views on these 
important issues. 
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The Honorable Corrine Brown 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Washington, n·.c. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Brown: 

October 14, 2014 

Thank you for your letter regarding Section 257 of the Communications Act and the 
Commission's mandate to identify and eliminate market-entry barriers for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. I appreciate hearing your views. 

I recently had the honor of testifying before the House Small Business Committee to 
discuss how the Commission is responding to the needs of small businesses. Your letter is 

· timely in that it helps to continue this important conversation and focus particularly on what the 
Commission is doing to promote a diversity of ownership in the media and telecomrnunjcations 
industries. The Commission has taken several actions in this area. 

One of the first votes I took as Chairman was to approve a Declaratory Ruling to clarify 
the Commission's policies and procedures for reviewing broadcast transactions involving foreign 
ownership and investment. The hope is that this will unleash new capital to help existing 
broadcasters and potential new entrants serve the needs and interests of their communities. 

We also are reviewing diversity issues as part of our Quadrennial Review of the m~dia 
ownership rules. While this review is underway, we are enforcing our existing local ownership 
rules to close loopholes by adopting new attribution rules for the use of joint sales agreements 
(JSAs) for television stations. These new rules, adopted in March of this year, will protect our 
viewpoint diversity and competition goals. We have already seen this decision bear fruit. In 
August 2014, six television stations spun off from the June 2014 Gray Television transaction will 
soon be owned by minority- and women-owned broadcast entities. 

A~ you note, the Commission also has before it several communications industry merger 
proposals. We currently are seeking comment on the various proposals and encourage all 
interested parties to participate. We will review the proposals under our public interest standard 
of revi~w and carefully consider all of the issues that are presented in the record. 

Our efforts are not limited to the media industry. In August, I circulated a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking to update our competitive bidding rules to recognize the challenges new 
entrants face in the wireless industry. We have also established market-based reserve spectrum 
in our upcoming Incentive Auction to promote more opportunities for bidders to ¢ompete better 
in the auction. Additionally, we have established smaller geographic license areas in both the 
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Incentive Auction and November's A WS-3 auction to enhance the ability of small businesses to 
participate and win wireless licenses. 

Working to remove some of these regulatory barriers is just one part of our efforts. The 
Commission's Office of Communications Business Opportunities (OCBO) takes an active role to 
help empower small business owners by conducting workshops and co1U1ecting entrepreneurs 
with financial experts. OCBO also holds an annual conference on capitalization strategies for 
small and diverse media and communications businesses. These activities have shown real 
benefits. For example, the National Association of Latino Community Asset Builders made 
connections at one of OCBO's events that ultimately led to $3.7 million in federal funds through 
the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program. OCBO continues to fulfill the FCC's mission 
and is currently plaIUling a Minority Business Tech Conference, which we hope to host in early 
2015. This conference will highlight successful minority entrepreneurs in the tech arena and 
examine a number of topics relevant to market entry, such as: (1) Entity Formation and 
Incubation; (2) Early Stage Investment; (3) and Opportunities in Wireless and Unlicensed 
Spectrum. 

I recognize the concern you raise regarding timely reports and current data. Since 
becoming Chairman, I have made it a priority to review and improve FCC processes, including 
our efforts to meet our statutory reporting obligations. We are actively working on the most 
recent Section 257 trieIUlial review, and we anticipate delivering it to Congress in the near term. 

Thank you again for raising your concerns. Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities in this area very seriously, and I appreciate hearing your views on these 
important issues. 

Sincerel~,l / j - n~rei:.,., 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable G.K. Butterfield 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Dear Congressman Butterfield: 

October 14, 2014 

Thank you for your letter regarding Section 257 of the Communications Act and the 
Commission's mandate to identify and eliminate market-entry barriers for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. I appreciate hearing your views. 

I recently had the honor of testifying before the House Small Business Committee to 
discuss how the Commission is responding to the needs of small businesses. Your letter is 
timely in that it helps to continue this important conversation and focus particularly on what the 
Commission is doing to promote a diversity of ownership in the media and telecommunications 
industries. The Commission has taken several actions in this area. 

One of the first votes I took as Chairman was to approve a Declaratory Ruling to clarify 
the Commission' s policies and procedures for reviewing broadcast transactions involving foreign 
ownership and investment. The hope is that this will unleash new capital to help existing 
broadcasters and potential new entrants serve the needs and interests of their communities. 

We also are reviewing diversity issues as part of our Quadrennial Review of the media 
ownership rules. While this review is underway, we are enforcing our existing local ownership 
rules to close loopholes by adopting new attribution rules for the use of joint sales agreements 
(JSAs) for television stations. These new rules, adopted in March of this year, will protect our 
viewpoint diversity and competition goals. We have already seen this decision bear fruit. In . 
August 2014, six television stations spun off from the June 2014 Gray Television transaction will 
soon be owned by minority- and women-owned broadcast entities. 

As you note, the Commission also has before it several communications industry merger 
proposals. We currently are seeking comment on the various proposals and encourage all 
interested parties to participate. We will review the proposals under our public interest standard 
of review and carefully consider all of the issues that are presented in the record. 

Our efforts are not limited to the media industry. In August, I circulated a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking to update our competitive bidding rules to recognize the challenges new 
entrants face in the wireless industry. We have also established market-based reserve spectrum 
in our upcoming Incentive Auction to promote more opportunities for bidders to compete better 
in the auction. Additionally, we have established smaller geographic license areas in both the 
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Incentive Auction and November' s A WS-3 auction to enhance the ability of small businesses to 
participate and win wireless licenses. 

Working to remove some of these regulatory barriers is just one part of our efforts. The 
Commission's Office of Communications Business Opportunities (OCBO) takes an active role to 
help empower small business owners by conducting workshops and connecting entrepreneurs 
with financial experts. OCBO also holds an annual conference on capitalization strategies for 
small and diverse media and communications businesses. These activities have shown real 
benefits. For example, the National Association of Latino Community Asset Builders made 
connections at one of OCBO's events that ultimately led to $3.7 mi llion in federal funds through 
the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program. OCBO continues to fulfill the FCC's mission 
and is currently planning a Minority Business Tech Conference, which we hope to host in early 
2015. This conference will highlight successful minority entrepreneurs in the tech arena and 
examine a number of topics relevant to market entry, such as: (I) Entity Formation and 
Incubation; (2) Early Stage Investment; (3) and Opportunities in Wireless and Unlicensed 
Spectrum. 

I recognize the concern you raise regarding timely reports and current data. Since 
becoming Chairman, I have made it a priority to review and improve FCC processes, including 
our efforts to meet our statutory reporting obligations. We are actively working on the most 
recent Section 257 triennial review, and we anticipate delivering it to Congress in the near term. 

Thank you again for raising your concerns. Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities in this area very seriously, and I appreciate hearing your views on these 
important issues. 

Sincerely, 
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U.S. House of Representatives 
2426 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Conyers: 

October 14, 20 14 

Thank you for your letter regarding Section 257 of the Communications Act and the 
Commission's mandate to identify and eliminate market-entry barriers for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. I appreciate hearing your views. 

I recently had the honor of testifying before the House Small Business Committee to 
discuss how the Conun ission is responding to the needs of small businesses. Your letter is 
timely in that it helps to continue this important conversation and focus particularly on what the 
Commission is doing to promote a diversity of ownership in the media and telecommunications 
industries. The Commission has taken several actions in this area. 

One of the first votes I took as Chairman was to approve a Declaratory Ruling to clarify 
the Commission's policies and procedures for reviewing broadcast transactions involving foreign 
ownership and investment. The hope is that this will unleash new capital to help existing 
broadcasters and potential new entrants serve the needs and interests of their communities. 

We also are reviewing diversity issues as part of our Quadrennial Review of the media 
ownership rules. While this review is underway, we are enforcing our existing local ownership 
rules to close loopholes by adopting new attribution rules for the use of joint sales ·agreements 
(JSAs) for television stations. These new rules, adopted in March of this year, will protect our 
viewpoint diversity and competition goals. We have alreac;ly seen this decision bear fruit In 
August 2014, six television stations spun off from the June 2014 Gray Television transaction will 
soon be owned by minoritY- and women-owned broadcast entities. 

As you note, the Commission also has before it several communications industry merger 
proposals. We currently are seeking comment on the various proposals and encourage all 
interested parties to participate. We will review the proposals under our public interest standard 
of review and carefully consider all of the issues that are presented in the record. 

Our efforts are not limited to the media industry. In August, I circulated a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking to update our competitive bidding rules to recognize the challenges new 
entrants face in the wireless industry. We have also established market-based reserve spectrum 
in our upcoming Incentive Auction to promote more opportunities for bidders to compete better 
in the auction. Additionally, we have established smaller geographic license areas in both the 
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Incentive Auction and November's A WS-3 auction to enhance the ability of small businesses to 
participate and win wireless licenses. 

Working to remove some of these regulatory barriers is just one part of our efforts. The 
Commission's Office of Communications Business Opportunities (OCBO) takes an active role to 
help empower small business owners by conducting workshops and connecting entrepreneurs 
with financial experts. OCBO also holds an annual conference on capitalization strategies for 
small and diverse media and communications businesses. These activities have shown real 
benefits. For example, the National Association of Latino Community Asset Builders made 
connections at one of OCBO' s events that ultimately led to $3. 7 million in federal funds through 
the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program. OCBO continues to fulfill the FCC's mission 
and is currently planning a Minority Business Tech Conference, which we hope to host in early 
2015. This conference will highlight successful minority entrepreneurs in the tech arena and 
examine a number of topics relevant to market entry, such as: (1) Entity Formation and 
Incubation; (2) Early Stage Investment; (3) and Opportunities in Wireless and Unlicensed 
Spectrum. 

I recognize the concern you raise regarding timely reports and current data. Since 
becoming Chairman, I have made it a priority to review and improve FCC processes, including 
our efforts to meet our statutory reporting obligations. We are actively working on the most 
recent Section 257 triennial review, and we anticipate delivering it to Congress in the near term. 

Thank you again for raising your concerns. Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities in this area very seriously, and I appreciate hearing your views on these 
important issues. 

Sincerely, 

~eel er 
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The Honorable Chaka Fattah 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2301 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Fattah: 

October 14, 2014 

Thank you for your letter regarding Section 257 of the Communications Act and the 
Commission's mandate to identify and eliminate market-entry barriers for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. I appreciate hearing your views. 

I recently had the honor of testifying before the House Small Business Committee to 
discuss how the Commission is responding to the needs of small businesses. Your letter is 
timely in that it helps to continue this important conversation and focus particularly on what the 
Commission is doing to promote a diversity of ownership in the media and telecommunications 
industries. The Commission has taken several actions in this area. 

One of the first votes I took as Chairman was to approve a Declaratory Ruling to Clarify 
the Commission's policies and procedures for reviewing broadcast transactions involving foreign 
ownership and investment. The hope is that this will unleash new capital to help existing 
broadcasters and potential new entrants serve the needs and interests of their communities. 

We also are reviewing diversity issues as part of our Quadrennial Review of the media 
. · ownership rules. While this review is underway, we are enforcing our existing local ownership 

rules to close loopholes by adopting new attribution rules for the use of joint sales agreements 
(JSAs) for television stations. These new rules, adopted in March of this year, will protect our 
viewpoint diversity and competition goals. We have already seen this decision bear fruit. In 
August 2014, six television stations spun off from the June 2014 Gray Television transaction will 
soon be owned by minority- and women-owned broadcast entities. 

As you note, the Commission also has before it several communications industry merger 
proposals. We currently are seeking comment on the various proposals and encourage all 
interested parties to participate. We will review the proposals under our public interest standard 
of review and carefully consider all of the issues that are presented in the record. 

Our efforts are not limited to the media industry. In August, I circulated a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking to update our competitive bidding rules to recognize the challenges new . 
entrants face in the wireless industry. We have also established market-based reserve spectrum 
in our upcoming Incentive Auction to promote more opportunities for bidders to compete better 
in the auction. Additionally, we have established smaller geographic license areas in both the 
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Incentive Auction and November's A WS-3 auction to enhance the ability of small businesses to 
participate and win wireless licenses. 

Working to remove some of these regulatory barriers is just one part of our efforts. The 
Commission' s Office of Communications Business Opportunities (OCBO) takes an active role to 
help empower small business owners by conducting workshops and connecting entrepreneurs 
with financial experts. OCBO also holds an annual conference on capitalization strategies for 
small and diverse media and communications businesses. These activities have shown real 
benefits. For example, the National Association of Latino Community Asset Builders made 
connections at one of OCBO' s events that ultimately led to $3. 7 million in federal funds through 
the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program. OCBO continues to fulfill the FCC's mission 
and is currently planning a Minority Business Tech Conference, which we hope to host in early 
2015. This conference will highlight successful minority entrepreneurs in the tech arena and 
examine a number of topics relevant to market entry, such as: (1) Entity Formation and 
Incubation; (2) Early Stage Investment; (3) and Opportunities in Wireless and Unlicensed 
Spectrum. 

I recognize the concern you raise regarding timely reports and current data. Since 
becoming Chairman, I have made it a priority to review and improve FCC processes, including 
our efforts to meet our statutory reporting obligations. We are actively working on the most 
recent Section 257 triennial review, and we anticipate delivering it to Congress in the near term. 

Thank you again for raising your concerns. Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities in this area very seriously, and I appreciate hearing your views on these 
important issues. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O F FIC E OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Robin Kelly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Washington, D.C. 20515 

. Dear Congresswoman Kelly: 

October 14, 2014 

Thank you for your letter regarding Section 257 of the Communications Act and the 
Commission's mandate to identify and eliminate market-entry barriers for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. I appreciate hearing your views. 

I recently had the honor of testifying before the House Small Business Committee to 
discuss how the Commission is responding to the needs of small businesses. Your letter is 
timely in that it helps to continue this important conversation and focus particularly on what the 
Commission is doing to promote a diversity of ownership in the media and telecommunications 
industries. The Commission has taken several actions in this area. 

One of the first votes I took as Chairman was to approve a Declaratory Ruling to clarify 
the Commission's policies and procedures for reviewing broadcast transactions involving foreign 
ownership and investment. The hope is that this will unleash new capital to help existing 
br.oadcasters and potential new entrants serve the needs and interests of their communities. 

We also are reviewing diversity issues as part of our Quadrennial Review of the media 
ownership rules. While this review is underway, we are enforcing our existing local ownership 
rules to close loopholes by adopting new attribution rules for the use of joint sales agreements 
(JSAs) for television stations. These new rules, adopted in March of this year, will protect our 
viewpoint diversity and competition goals. We have already seen this decision bear fruit. In 
August 2014, six television stations spun off from the June 2014 Gray Television transaction will 
soon be owned by minority- and women-owned broadcast entities. 

As you note, the Commission also has before it several communications industry merger 
proposals. We currently are seeking comment on the various proposals and encourage all 
interested parties to participate. We will review the proposals under our public interest standard 
of review and carefully consider all of the issues that are presented in the record. 

Our efforts are not limited to the media industry. In August, I circulated a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking to update our competitive bidding rules to recognize the challenges new 
entrants face in the wireless industry. We have also established market-based reserve spectrum ·. 
in our upcoming Incentive Auction to promote more opportunities for bidders to compete better 
in the auction. Additionally, we have established smaller geographic license areas in both the 
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Incentive Auction and November's A WS-3 auction to enhance the ability of small businesses to 
participate and win wireless licenses. 

Working to remove some of these regulatory barriers is just one part of our efforts. The 
Commission's Office of Communications Business Opportunities (OCBO) takes an active role to 
help empower small business owners by conducting workshops and connecting entrepreneurs 
with financial experts. OCBO also holds an annual conference on capitalization strategies for 
small and diverse media and communications businesses. These activities have shown real 
benefits. For example, the National Association of Latino Community Asset Builders made 
connections at one of OCBO' s events that ultimately led to $3. 7 million in federal funds through 
the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program. OCBO continues to fulfill the FCC's mission 
and is currently planning a Minority Business Tech Conference, which we hope to host in early 
2015. This conference will highlight successful minority entrepreneurs in the tech arena and 
examine a number of topics relevant to market entry, such as: (1) Entity Formation and 
Incubation; (2) Early Stage Investment; (3) and Opportunities in Wireless and Unlicensed 
Spectrum. 

I recognize the concern you raise regarding timely reports and current data. Since 
becoming Chairman, I have made it a priority to review and improve FCC processes, including 
our efforts to meet our statutory reporting obligations. We are actively working on the most 
recent Section 257 triennial review, and we anticipate delivering it to Congress in the near term. 

Thank you again for raising your concerns. Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities in this area very seriously, and I appreciate hearing your views on these 
important issues. 

Sincerely, ,. (f-
~ 
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Dear Congresswoman Lee: 

October 14, 20 14 

Thank you for your letter regarding Section 257 of the Communications Act and the 
Commission's mandate to identify and eliminate market-entry barriers for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. I appreciate hearing your views. 

I recently had the honor of testifying before the House Small Business Committee to 
discuss how the Commission is responding to the needs of small businesses. Your letter is 
timely in that it helps to continue this important conversation and focus particularly on what the 
Commission is doing to promote a diversity of ownership in the media and telecommunications 
industries. The Commission has taken several actions in this area. 

One of the first votes I took as Chairman was to approve a Declaratory Ruling to clarify 
the Commission 's policies and procedures for reviewing broadcast transactions involving foreign 
ownership and investment. The hope is that this will unleash new capital to help existing 
broadcasters and potential new entrants serve the needs and interests of their communities. 

We also are reviewing diversity issues as part of our Quadrennial Review of the media 
ownership rules. While this review is underway, we are enforcing our existing local ownership 
rules to close loopholes by adopting new attribution rules for the use of joint sales agreements 
(JS As) for teleyision stations. These new rules, adopted in March of this year, wil~ protect our 
viewpoint diversity and competition goals. We have already seen this decision bear fruit: In 
August 2014, six television stations spun off from the June 2014 Gray Television transaction will 
soon be owned by minority- and women-owned broadcast entities. 

As you note, the Commission also has before it several communications industry merger 
proposals. We currently are seeking comment on the various proposals and encourage all 
interested parties to participate. We will review the proposals under our public interest standard 
of review and carefully consider all of the issues that are presented in the record. 

Our efforts are not limited to the media industry. In August, I circulated a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking to update our competitive bidding rules to recognize the challenges new 
entrants face in the wireless industry. We have also established market-based reserve spectrum 
in. our upcoming Incentive Auction to promote more opportunities for bidders to compete better 
in the auction. Additionally, we have established smaller geographic license areas in both the 

' . 
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Incentive Auction and November's AWS-3 auction to enhance the ability of small businesses to 
participate and win wireless licenses. 

Working to remove some of these regulatory barriers is just one part of our efforts. The 
Commission ' s Office of Communications Business Opportunities (OCBO) takes an active role to 
help empower small business owners by conducting workshops and connecting entrepreneurs 
with financial experts. OCBO also holds an annual conference on capitalization strategies for 
small and diverse media and communications businesses. These activities have shown real 
benefits. For example, the National Association of Latino Community Asset Builders made 
connections at one of OCBO's events that ultimately led to $3.7 million in federal funds through 
the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program. OCBO continues to fulfill the FCC's mission 
and is currently planning a Minority Business Tech Conference, which we hope to host in early 
2015. This conference will highlight successful minority entrepreneurs in the tech arena and 
examine a number of topics relevant to market entry, such as: (1) Entity Formation and 
Incubation; (2) Early Stage Investment; (3) and Opportunities in Wireless and Unlicensed 
Spectrum. 

I recognize the concern you raise regarding timely reports and current data. Since 
becoming Chairman, I have made it a priority to review and improve FCC processes, including 
our efforts to meet our statutory reporting obligations. We are actively working on the most 
recent Section 257 triennial review, and we anticipate delivering it to Congress in the near term. 

Thank you again for raising your concerns. Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities in this area very seriously, and I appreciate hearing your views on these 
important issues. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Tom Wheeler 
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The Honorable Gwen Moore 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2245 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Moore: 

October 14, 2014 

Thank you for your letter regarding Section 257 of the Communications Act and the 
Commission's mandate to identify and eliminate market-entry barriers for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. I appreciate hearing your views. 

I recently ·had the honor of testifying before the House Small Business Committee to 
discuss how the Commission is responding to the needs of small businesses. Your Jetter is 
timely in that it helps to continue this important conversation and focus particularly on what the 
Commission is doing to promote a diversity of ownership in the media and telecommunications . 
industries. The Commission has taken several actions in this area. 

One of the first votes I took as Chairman was to approve a Declaratory Ruling to clarify 
. the Commission's policies and procedures for reviewing broadcast transactions involving foreign 
ownership and investment. The hope is that this will unleash new capital to help .existing 
broadcasters and potential new entrants serve the needs and interests of their communities. 

We also are reviewing diversity issues as part of our Quadrennial Review of the media 
ownership rules. While this review is underway, we are enforcing our existing local ownership 
rules to close loopholes by adopting new attri bu ti on rules for the use of joint sales agreements 
(JS As) for television stations. These new rules, adopted in March of this year, will protect our 
viewpoint diversity and competition goals. We have already seen this decision bear frµit, In 
August 2014, six television stations spun off from the June 2014 Gray Television transaction will 
soon be owned by minority- and women-owned broadcast entities. 

As you note, the Commission also has before it several communications industry merger 
proposals. We currently are seeking comment on the various proposals and encourage all 
interested parties to participate. We will review the proposals under our public interest standard 
of review and carefully consider all .of the issues that are presented in the record. 

Our efforts are not limited to the media industry. In August, I circulated a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking to update our competitive bidding rules to recognize the challenges new 
entrants face in the wireless industry. We have also established market-based reserve spectrum 
in .our upcoming Incentive Auction to promote more opportunities for bidders to compete better 
in the auction. Additionally, we have established smaller geographic license areas in both the 
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Incentive Auction and November's A WS-3 auction to enhance the ability of small businesses to 
participate and win wireless licenses. 

Working to remove some of these regulatory barriers is just one part of our efforts. The 
Commission's Office of Communications Business Opportunities (OCBO) takes an active role to 
help empower small business owners by conducting workshops and connecting entrepreneurs 
with financial experts. OCBO also holds an annual conference on capitalization strategies for 
small and diverse media and communications businesses. These activities have shown real 
benefits. For example, the National Association of Latino Community Asset Builders made 
connections at one of OCBO' s events that ultimately led to $3. 7 million in federal funds through 
the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program. OCBO continues to fulfill the FCC's mission 
and is currently planning a Minority Business Tech Conference, which we hope to host in early 
2015. This conference will highlight successful minority entrepreneurs in the tech arena and 
examine a number of topics relevant to market entry, such as: (1) Entity Formation and 
Incubation; (2) Early Stage Investment; (3) and Opportunities in Wireless and Unlicensed 
Spectrum. 

I recognize the concern you raise regarding timely reports and current data. Since 
becoming Chairman, I have made it a priority to review and improve FCC processes, including 
our efforts to meet our statutory reporting obligations. We are actively working on the most 
recent Section 257 triennial review, and we anticipate delivering it to Congress in the near term. 

Thank you again for raising your concerns. Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities in this area very seriously, and I appreciate hearing your views on these 
important issues. 

7:-lt{t-
Tom Wheeler 
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U.S. House of Representatives 
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Washington, D.c;:. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Norton: 

October 14, 2014 

Thank you for your letter regarding Section 257 of the Communications Act and the 
Commission's mandate to identify and eliminate market-entry barriers for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. I appreciate hearing your views. 

I recently had the honor of testifying before the House Small Business Committee to · 
discuss how the Commission is responding to the needs of small businesses. Your letter is 
timely in that it helps to continue this important conversation and focus particularly on what the 
Commission is doing to promote a diversity of ownership in the media and telecommunications 
industries. The Commission has taken several actions in this area. 

One of the first votes I took as Chairman was to approve a Declaratory Ruling to clarify 
the Commission's policies and procedures for reviewing broadcast transactions involving foreign 
ownership and investment. The hope is that this will unleash new capital to help existing 
broadcasters and potential new entrants serve the needs and interests of their communities. 

We also are reviewing diversity issues as part of our Quadrennial Review of the media 
ownership rules. While this review is underway, we are enforcing our existing local oWnership . 
rules to close loopholes by adopting new attribution rules for the use of joint sales agreements 
(JSAs) for television stations. These new rules, adopted in March of this year, will protect our 
viewpoint diversity and competition goals. We have already seen this decision bear fruit. In 
August 2014; six television stations spun off from the June 20 14 Gray Television transaction will 
soon be owned by minority- and women-owned broadcast entities. 

As you note, the Commission also has before it several communications industry merger 
proposals. We currently are seeking comment on the various proposals and encourage all 
interested parties to participate. We will review the proposals under our public interest standard 
of review and carefully consider all of the issues that are presented in the record. 

Our efforts are not limited to the media industry. In August, I circulated. a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking to update our competitive bidding rules to recognize the challenges new 
entrants face in the wireless industry. We have also established market-based reserve spectrum 
in our upcoming Incentive Auction to promote more opportunities for bidders to compete better 
in the auction. Additionally, we have established smaller geographic license areas in both the 
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Incentive Auction and November's A WS-3 auction to enhance the ability of small businesses to 
participate and win wireless licenses. 

Working to remove some of these regulatory barriers is just one part of our efforts. The 
Commission's Office of Communications Business Opportunities (OCBO) talces an active role to 
help empower small business owners by conducting workshops and connecting entrepreneurs 
with financial experts. OCBO also holds an annual conference on capitalization strategies for 
small and diverse media and communications businesses. These activities have shown real 
benefits. For example, the National Association of Latino Community Asset Builders made 
connections at one of OCBO's events that ultimately led to $3.7 million in federal funds through 
the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program. OCBO continues to fulfill the FCC's mission 
and is currently planning a Minority Business Tech Conference, which we hope to host in early 
2015. This conference will highlight successful minority entrepreneurs in the tech arena and 
examine a number of topics relevant to market entry, such as: (1) Entity Formation and 
Incubation; (2) Early Stage Investment; (3) and Opportunities in Wireless and Unlicensed 
Spectrum. 

I recognize the concern you raise regarding timely reports and current data. Since 
becoming Chairman, [ have made it a priority to review and improve FCC processes, including 
our efforts to meet our statutory reporting obligations. We are actively working on the most 
recent Section 257 triennial review, and we anticipate delivering it to Congress in the near term. 

Thank you again for raising your concerns. Please be assured that we take our 
responsibilities in this area very seriously, and I appreciate hearing your views on these 
important issues. 

:;}JI~ 
Tom Wheeler 

---------- -


